i ﬂiﬁﬁw ,.

Rabi-ul-Awwal is the third month of the Islamic calendar. The month is named as the first (Awwal) menth of Spring

Rabi-ul-Awwdal

s

(Rabi), in which [t would rain and flower buds would blossom. [t was this month in which the Holy Prophet

Muharmmad A ,ﬂ; was born and the month in which he departed 63 years later. This s also the month of Hijrat from

which the lslamic calendar takes its name.

Mustration: Madina, the city of the Prophet 'g‘;;:
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Rabi-ul-Thani

Sz

Rabi-ul-Thani Is the fourth month of the Islamic calendar. The month Is nomed as the second (Thani) month of

Spring [Rabl), in which fruits would ripen and the crops would be ready for harvest

Hlustration: Desert ¢ rops and palin trees in spring, nearing the time of harvest
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Jamadu al-'Ula /
Jamadal Awal
Ui‘ I\(("':

.

Holy Prophet Muhammad

grandfather Abdul Muttalib in this month

Hlustration: A caravdn e 'U:-."r:'u,-_-; {.--r:r-'"'_i'r'. i a Ir::‘.'s‘r."r.l."frg __.“‘."r'-.'.;.'u esis

Jomadu al-'Ula, the fifth month of the Islamic calendar, is named for the change in season as the first ['Ula)
month of winter in which the sources of water got frozen. This was a month of both joy and lass for the

° prior o Prophethood, as he marnled Bibl Khatlja (R.A) In this month and lost his
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Jamad-al Aakhira

L

the time when these

Jurmood” meaning “fo freeze”

Jamadal Aakhira Is the sixth month of the Hijil ca

months were named

This Is the second of the two mor

in which water used to lreeze

I
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Rajab /

Rajab-ul-Fard
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The lexical definition of Rajab is "to respect”. The Arabs regarded the month of Rajab, the seventh month of the
lslamic calendar, as one of the sacred months In which they would refrain from frading and fighting. The word
'Fard' means alone, because unlike the other three sacred months for Muslims which are consecutive, this sacred

month comes alone. It is generally believed that the event of Me'tdj, that is the ascension of the Holy Prophet

Muhammad % to the heavens, fook place on a night in the end of Rajab

Hlustration: Al-Agsa Mosque, Jorusalem - the place from where the journey of Me'raj began
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Sha'ban
Ol

Shaban is the eight month of the Islamic calendar. The Arabic word 'Sha” ban' is derived from the word ‘fash’ aba!,
which means to divide into groups and disperse into different directions. Traditionally the Arabs would leave their
land and travel in this month. This is the month In which the Ka'aba was established as Qlbla for the Muslims

Hlustration: Arabs setting out to travel as was their tradition in the month of Sha'ban
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The name Ramadan, the ninth month of the islamic

refers to extrerne heat as the month used to calnclde with the climafe of extreme heat In the Arab Peninsula,
- -'nl.l... - ' - - ¥ ~ + " 4 + - 3 £ " -

A!Ior-.%lfﬁmé;? has ordered Muslims fo fast in this month and has gifted them with the night of Shab-e-Qadr,

"The month of Rarmadan Is the one In which the Quran was revecled

show The

-y, /) t B

ight way ond distinguish befween right and wrong. So

calender is derived from the word "Ar-ramda’ which

Hlustration: Muslims heading towards the city mosque for Prayers
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The name of the tenfh month of the Islamic calendar, 'Shawwal' is derived from the Arabic word ‘tashawwala',
which refers fo the scarcity in she-camels' milk, as It used to be the time for camel breeding Prior to Islam this
month was fraditionally considered a month of doom and despair by the Arabs, but contrary to thelr superstitions,
Allah *’ : revealed this to be the first of three consecutive sacred months. This month begins with the celebration

and blessings of Eid-ul-Fitr,

Hlustration: Arabs tendine to their camels
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The name Dhul-&a'dah comes from the word "go'ada” which means fo sil, The Arabs would stop their business
activities to sit and prepare for the next month's religious pilgrimage to Makkah, the hajj. Dhul-Qa'dah is the

eleventh moenth of the Islamic calender and Is the second consecutive month of the four sacred months for

Muslims.

Hlustration: Feople resting and preparing for the Hajj
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Muharram

G g— 2

Muharram, the first month of the Islamic calendar, derives its name from the word "Haram" which means
forbidden. Prior to the advent of Islam, the Arabs respected this month and sanctified it by abstaining from

warfare and practicing plety.

[Nustration: A man performing ablution in a Musjid courtyard
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S f The name Safar, the second month of the Islamic calendar, comes from the word "Empty", because in
arar pre-Islamic days the Arabs used to leave their houses empty during month to set out to fight their enemies,

such beliefs and ideqgs.

while other fraditions say they would leave their homes to escape the summer heat.  The month of Safar
was considered to be evil and ominous by the Arabs, while the Holy Prophet Muhammad % rejected

'There Is nothing ominous abouf the month of Safar',
[Bukharl, Vol.1 - Pg. 857)
Hlustration: An army heading out for war
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